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ber s of good sttari o, Saskat cht2edh nme Bmaith Dahk mnt &£,
|l owing states atand Wi sconsin. |NMemgdrashi anaof rtehhea r
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Mani toba, Mi chiby a total of ,20t onteanlb eg &i nf rodm 4 4
Province/ SltHotheor |FLi f pfRegul|&et i [8dudgNbung HToit al
Al bert a 4 44 2 9 5 6 4
|l owa 13 32 6 16 4 71
Il linois 16 56 7 37 12 128
Il ndi ana 10 39 5 25 8 87
Kansas 1 1 16 1 14 7 40
Manitoba 1 17 4 3 1 26
Mi chi gan 28 109 16 80 22 251
Mi nnesot a 23 76 6 26 9 140
Mi ssour i 18 4 8 5 13 6 90
North Dakolt a 4 7 4 15
Nebr aska 5 14 1 9 1 30
Nort hwest |Territo- 2 1 3
Ohi o 10 48 4 35 7 104
Ontario 2 10 137 6 45 16 216
Sout h Dako 2 22 4 24 4 56
Saskatchewan 1 13 2 16
Wi sconsi n 17 75 10 22 11 13%
Tot al by Tlype 3 163 751 77 365 113 147]|2

Summary of members by | ocation. Data source: AFS ¢
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Moines! REGISTR/qf Responsive Management, and
NOW OPEN! Dick McCabe, formerly of the

Janice Lee Fenske Memori al AW

The Morth Central Divigion, lowa Chapter, and Michigan Chapter of the American Figheries Society and
the lowa and Michigan chapters of The Wildlife Society, in cooperation with the Steering Committes for
the 2011 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, are pleased to accept applications from students for the
Janice Lee Fenske Memorial Award. Up to 25 outstanding students majoring in fisheries or wildlife
management will be selected, formally recognized for their achievements, and invited to attend an
exclusive breakfast held during the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in honor of the late Jan
Fenske. The breakfast will provide a unique opportunity for students to meet and closely network with
miany fish and wildlife leaders from around the region.

Undergraduate and graduate students who plan to attend the Conference are encouraged to apply.
Student finalists will be selected based on academic ability and scholardy achievements. Two of the
student finalists, one majoring in fisheries management and one majoring in wildlife management, will be
presented with a Fenske Memonial Award that includes a scholarship of $500. The two winners of the
Fenske Memaonal Award will be selected based on the charactenstics that made Jan a remarkable
fisheries biglogist, including enthusiasm to protect fisheries and wildlife resources through management
activities, selflessness and motivation to teach others, interest in professional involvement, and integrity,
positive attitude, and compassion.

To apply, pleaze submit a resume including your GPA, two letters of recommendation from academic
advisors or professionals in fisheries or wildlife management, and a cover letter including future career
goals and reasons for attending the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference to:

Mark Tonello

Mark Tonello, Fisheres Management Biokogist

Central Lake Michigan Management Unit, Michigan DMR
8015 Mackinaw Trail

Cadillac, MI 43801

(231)775-9T727 ext. 6071

(231) T75-9671 FAX

Email: tonellom@michigan.gov

Deadline for submiszion is October 30', E-mail submissions are preferrad, although mail or fax
submittalz will be accepted. Student applicants selected as finalists will be notified by Movember 20™.
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Resolution to Support Protection of Fishes and Mussels and Their
Habitat Associated with the Construction, Modification, or Removal
of Dams and Other Hydraulic Structures

Whereas, placement of public and private dams and other hydraulic structures (e.g. drop
structures) for power generation and flood control purposes has played an important part in the
economic development of the State of Wisconsin; and recogmzing that numbers of these
structure no lenger serve the purpose for which they were constructed (e.g. hydropower
generation or navigation) or other purpeses (e.g. stormwater management or recreation and
aesthetics); and

Whereas, these structures have frequently been m place for a considerable penod of time and
consequently have accumulated significant quantihes of sediments and other potential
contammants, these structures form a barmer to fish migrations, and failure of these structures
pose a nsk to fish and aquatic habitat, humans, and property as a consequence of fallure; and

Whereas, research has shown that without recogmtion of the histonc accumulation of matenals
with the dam basm and active management to mitigate this legacy, sediments and other potential
contammants will be transported from the impoundment, conveyed sigmificant distances
downstream, and deposited within stream channels to the detriment of fish and aguatic

organisms; and

Whereas, research has shown that dams alter the hydrological system m which they are placed,
transform lofic systems to lenfic systems, leadng to fundamental changes i water quality,
thermal regimes, other habitat features, the fishery and nmssel compesition and diversity as well
as fragmentafion of aquatic habitat necessary to support a healthy sustamable fishery by
restricting access during one or more crifical hife history stage meluding refuge from predation
and environmental extremes such as drought, flood, and temperature; juvenile reanng; feeding;
and, spawmng of fishes and other orgamsms; and

Whereas, research has shown that such negative mpacts to fishes are cumulative where multiple
dams exist within a particular watershed or nver system; and

Whereas, research has shown that dam removal or refrofit to provide and/or enhance fish
passage can lead fo restoration of lotic habitat, and diversity and abundance of fish and aquatic
life within a previously impounded stream reach; and

Whereas, 1t 15 recognized that numbers of structures have exceeded their design hife, are no
lenger maintamed, no longer serve a beneficial purpose, fail to meet current safety standards, or
lack the economic resources to repair or replace them; and

Whereas, it 15 further recognized that the removal or replacement of said structures has been
adopted by the State of Wisconsin as a policy; and
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Whereas, the State of Wisconsin has determuined that full consideration of the potential for the
spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and measures to mimimize the nsk of spreading non-
nafive species in general and AIS in parhicular are to be recognized.

Therefore be it Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amencan Fishenes Society
supports ongoing maintenance, repair, and retrofiting of dams fo promote upstream and
downstream fish passage and connectivity, without compromising the structural mtegnity of
crossings, public safety, and passage of flood flows; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amencan Fisheries Society supports
the preparation of abandonment and associated stream channel restoration plans as part of the
design of new, or reconstiucted, dams and prior to abandonment of existing dams; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amencan Fishenes Society
recogmizing the potential damages ansing from the uncontrolled release of sediments from the
impommdment, which 15 mamifested as eresion in the basin and deposition m the downsiream
reaches, supports the inclusion of provisions to protect upsiream reaches from erosion and
downstream reaches from sedimentation by prolubiting excessive sediment transport from the
impoundment dunng and after dam removal; and

Be it Finally Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amenican Fishenes Society shall form
a subcommuttee to provide inter aha information, project expenence, and protocols, meluding
measures to mimmize the nsk of spreading non-native species in general and Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS) m particular, to guide potenfial dam removal and dam retrofit fish passage
projects.

Submitted by your Environmental Issue Committee Chair, Thomas M. Slawski, PhD, Past
President of Wisconsin Chapter of the Amencan Fishenes Society
January 31, 2011
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Resolution to Support the Protection and Restoration of Fish
Passage at Bridges, Culverts, Crossings, and Other Infrastructure to
Reduce Fragmentation, Enhance Native Species Diversity,
Abundance and Sustainabilityv, and Preserve Habitat

Whereas, recreational fishing 15 an important economic activity within the lakes and streams of
the State of Wisconsin; and

Whereas, non-recreational native fish species are crifical to a properly functiomng ecosystem

and;

Whereas, placement of public and pnivate transportation related mnfrastmicture such as bndges,
culverts, and other crossings on the landscape by humans can be a barner to fish migrations both
upsiream and downstream of said infrastructure; and

Whereas, improper planning and construction of said infrastructure will negatively mmpact the
transport of water and sediment necessary to mamtain stable and properly funchonmg stream and
floodplain morphelogy, water quality and aquatic habitat charactenistics, and;

Whereas, the mamtenance and contimuty of sustamable game fish species of economic
importance and those species and other aguatic organism upon which they depend (1.e. forage
fishes and invertebrates) 15 associated to a large degree with the protection, restoration, and
access to appropnate habitat; and

Whereas, research has shown that bridges, culverts, crossings, and other mfrastructore, while
not always complete bamers to fish passage, have the potential to limit the frequency and timing
of fish passage due fo inadequate water depth and width, and/or resting areas as well as extremes
in water velocity, particularly at the inlet and outlet points of transthon of a structure; and

Whereas, road/stream crossings can mtermupt the natural transport of sediment that can lead to
streambed and bank failure, which can be detnmental to the long-term stability and function of
streams and floodplams, and can compromise stream ecology both upsiream and downstream of
the crossing; and

Whereas, research also has shown that such infrastructure can fragment the aguatic habitat
necessary to support a healthy sustamable fishery by restricting access during one or more
cntical life history stage meluding refuge from predation and environmental extremes such as
drought. flood, and temperature; juvenile rearing; feeding; and, spawning of fishes and other
orgamisms; and

Whereas, research has shown that mereases in the number and frequency of crossings has been
mvanably associated with decreased abundance and diversity of fishes and other agquatic
orgamsms as well as degraded habitat associated with increased discharge, erosion, deposition of
sediment and dimimished water quality and other habitat; and
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Whereas, expenience has shown that adequate long-term fish passage can be achieved through
retrofiting existing infrastmcture, replacement, and/or removal; and

Whereas, these mmfrastructure are not permanent, and require replacement or medification over
time requinng federal, state and tnbal review and permuts; and

Whereas, the permit review process insures that the replacement or modification of these
infrastructure are consistent with sound engineenng practices while limiting impacts to public
safety. flood conveyance and the natural environment; and

Whereas, the State of Wisconsm has determimed that full consideration of the potential for the
spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and measures to minimize the nsk of spreading non-
native species m general and AIS in particular are to be recogmized.

Therefore be it Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amenican Fishenes Society urges
1ts members to pariner with federal, state, and municipal engineers and other professionals m the
assessment, design and construction of crossings of lakes and streams to ensure adequate fish
passage for game fish and other aguatic organisms upon which they depend without
compromising the stuctural integnty of crossings, public safety, and passage of flood flows; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amernican Fishenes Society supports
the efforts of federal, state, and municipal engineers and other professionals m the
implementation of strategies to limit the number of stream crossings and other structures to the
extent possible, to design crossings to allow the passage of aquatic organisms, to adopt design
standards adequate to support the passage of fish and other aquatic orgamsms at the ime of
reconstruction or replacement of such infrastructure, and to remove unnecessary structures where
practicable; and

Be it Finally Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the Amernican Fishenes Society urges 1ts
members to develop a protocol and provide traiming for fish passage assessment and design for
retrofithng and replacing structures, including measures to mimimize the nsk of spreadng non-
nafive species n general and Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) mn particular.

Submitted by your Environmental Issue Committee Chair, Thomas M. Slawski, PhD, Past
President of Wisconsin Chapter of the Amenican Fishenes Society
January 31, 2011
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PRESS RELEASE

MNational Geographic Channel's Jakub Vagner Tracks Texas Titans
Using High-Tech Acoustic Tag Telemetry

Seattle, April 25, 2011: Adventure angler, conservationist, and Mational Geographic Channel host Jakub Vagner and
his team set out in the wilds of the Trinity River to frack an elusive Texas Titan, the alligator gar. In an effort to betier
understand and advance vital species research, the team put the |atest high<tech fisheres ressarch equipment to work to

detect and monitor the gar's behavior and movement im the wild.

The beautiful, prehistonic gar are one of the biggest freshwater fish in the United States. ts muscular body looks like a long
torpedo-shaped fish and its head has an elongated snout similar to that of an alligator. With a dual row of large, sharp,
paointed teeth, it can quickly immobilize prey making it a highly effectve predator weighing up to 300 lbs. As one of the
world's last remaining dimosawrs, their anatomy hasn't changed much since prehistoric times. Their ancestors used to roam
marny parts of the world, but today they can only be found in Morth Amenca, e.g. Texas. The Trnity River offers a perfect
habitat for the gar to hide and hunt with its deep murky waters that wind ower 700 miles from northern Texas into the Gulf of
Mexico. The Trinity has also become a popular place for sports fishermen. Local wildlife officials are concemed abouwt the
fish's ability to survive and grow. They are now protected by state law, limiting catches to one gar per day. However, it is still
uncertain if this limit will protect the langest fish.

To help understand more about the secret lives of the gar, Jakub and his team investigated their behavior using the latest in
high-tech acoustic tag telemetry. After Jakub hooked and lassoed the large fish into the boat Texas-style,” Senior Fisheries
Seientist Sam Johnston from HTI used a long tube to place a small, Model 795G Acoustc Tag into the gar's stomach. “This
is the first tme we've ever done aliigator gar in the wild. . the fish can be anywhere is this area and we'll be able to track

it...we're hoping that this sort of technology will help us understand the gar better so that they can survive,” Sam explained.

In a matter of minutes, the gar was put back info the Aver and tracked with the use of acoustic telemetry. The team then
watched its behavior in realtime as the gar made its way around the doudy freshwater iver. Employing software developed
by HTI, they were able to watch the gar fravel along a gecreferencad map on their laptop screen.

°| think that tagging research is really important especially for future generation of alligator gar and as well for
fishermen, because we can leam a lot of things from biologists about fishing.” explained Jakub. To watch the episcde
of alligator gar being tracked im the Trnity, check your local listings for Mational Geographic Channel's Fish Warrior:
Texas Titans. To find owt more about the latest acoustic tag technology used in this episode, visit HT |sonar.com.
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