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Where should the AFS 

NCD focus strategic efforts 

in the next few years? 

Thanks to a dedicated 2011-

2015 Strategic Plan Revision 

Committee, the American 

Fisheries Society North Cen-

tral Division (NCD) is up-

dating its strategic plan.  To 

help guide this process, the 

committee prepared ques-

tions for an online survey 

which was then pro-

grammed, posted and tabu-

lated by Dr. Dan Witter, DJ 

Case & Associates. All cur-

rent NCD contacts with 

email addresses on record 

(2,276) were invited to re-

spond to a web survey post-

ed by NCD between 3 

March and 5 April, 2011. 

Seventy-seven percent 

(77%) of the 398 respond-

ents indicated membership 

in the parent society. Thanks 

to all who participated! 

 

Transition was an overarch-

ing theme in the 2011 NCD 

Strategic Plan Survey Re-

port, reflecting a time of 

change on many levels for 

fisheries. Issues highlighted 

by respondents included: 1) 

rapid shift in administration 

from older to younger em-

ployees; 2) challenging im-

pact of global and landscape

-level changes; and 3) in-

creasing demographic diver-

sity. Objectives identified 

by respondents that may 

address these issues were: 1) 

deliver unbiased authorita-

tive scientific information to 

decision-makers; 2) provide 

appropriate and accessible 

professional development; 

3) bridge communications 

between chapters, subunits 

and the parent society; and 

4) revisit the value of AFS 

services including member-

ship dues, professional certi-

fication, awards, electronic 

services and strategic plan-

ning.  

 
Open-ended comments pro-

vided a great deal of detail 

about many aspects of AFS 

function within the Division 

and beyond. For more infor-

mation, check out what your 

fellow fish heads said in the 

survey report on the division 

website at http://www.ncd-

afs.org or contact Gwen 

White at gwen@dcase.com 

or 317-281-9445. We intend 

to have the 2011-2015 Stra-

tegic Plan for your review 

later this fall. Keep an eye 

out for it. 
 

By all measures the AFS 

annual meeting in Seattle 

was a huge success with 

4,000 participants ï keeping 

in mind that this number 

represents nearly half of the 

Society! The Governing 

Board approved plans for a 

2015 meeting in Portland 

and began anticipating the 

major leadership changes as 

AFS Executive Director 

Gus Rassam enters his final 

2-year contract before re-

tirement. The Society Suc-

cessional Committee, led by 

Donna Parrish is conducting 

several surveys to begin 

seeking input from the AFS 

Governing Board, staff and 

external stakeholders on 

future direction for AFS as 

it pertains to selection of a 

new Executive Director. We 

will keep you posted as this 

situation progresses.  
 

Personally, Iôm very grate-

ful for the work that Gus has 

done since the turn of the 

century (1999) to bring fis-

cal solvency and innovation 

in publications business 

processes during a stressful 

time in the nationôs history.  
 

And speaking of transition, 

thanks to Randy Schultz for 

his excellent service as 

NCD President this past 

year! Unfortunately, he 

wonôt be resting on his lau-

rels as the Iowa crew pre-

pares for us to head to Des 

Moines for the Midwest 

Fish & Wildlife Conference. 

If you havenôt yet made 

plans for the conference, 

please do so soon. It will be 

a great event (and maybe a 

smaller blizzard than in 

Minneapolis). 

http://www.ncd-afs.org/
http://www.ncd-afs.org/
mailto:gwen@dcase.com


Mainstream Page 2 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Centrarchid Technical Committee  

gists are currently evaluating im-

pacts of the added spawning sub-

strate. 

 

South Dakota 

- Ongoing research in conjunction 

with SDSU assessing the impact of 

smallmouth bass predation on yel-

low perch recruitment in northeast-

ern SD glacial lakes. Project arose 

from previous work that quantified 

smallmouth bass diets, which were 

composed of between 25% and 

82% yellow perch. Work sched-

uled to begin May 2012. 

 

- Ongoing research in conjunction 

with SDSU assessing stock contri-

butions of advanced-sized finger-

ling largemouth bass (100 mm TL) 

supplementally stocked into small 

impoundments.  Fingerlings were 

reared during winter months and 

stocked in spring.  Over-summer 

and over-winter survival was great-

er for advanced-sized fingerlings 

than for smaller fingerlings (75 

mm TL), suggesting that supple-

mental stocking of advanced-sized 

fingerlings may be a viable man-

agement option for maintaining 

fisheries in small impoundments. 

 

- Proposed research in conjunction 

with SDSU examining effects of 

exploitation on smallmouth bass 

populations. Proposed research 

would include evaluation of basic 

population dynamics in multiple 

systems with and without slot lim-

its to model how smallmouth bass 

respond to simulated harvest. 

 

- Research on the table for consid-

eration in coming years includes 

stocking of redear sunfish in West 

2011 SUMMER CEN-

TRARCHID TECH-

NICAL MEETING RE-

PORTS 

DUBUQUE, IOWA 

JULY 27-28 

 

 
 

BRIEF SYNOPSIS:   

The 2011 summer CTC meeting 

was held in conjunction with the 

WTC and ETC.  The CTC orga-

nized the workshop at this meeting 

which was on Program MARK and 

was taught by Dr. Bob Klaver 

(USGS; bklaver@usgs.gov).  Rev-

enue from this workshop was add-

ed to the CTC account ($797.33).  

Representatives from the Dakota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, and Iowa 

chapters were present and reports 

were shared at the meeting and 

other reports were read from those 

chapters who could not attend.  

Discussion on organizing a sympo-

sium at the 2012 AFS meeting in 

Minneapolis, MN or the 2013 

meeting in Little Rock, AR was 

also brought up.  One idea initiated 

by Lewis Bruce (Iowa Rep) was 

related to angling regulations and 

angler perceptions on Centrarchids.  

Other ideas are welcome at this 

time and should be forwarded to 

Dan Dembkoswki 

(daniel.dembkowski@sdstate.edu).  

Dan Dembkoswki (PhD student at 

South Dakota State University) is 

taking over the CTC chair position 

as I am stepping down and will 

become the Dakota Chapter CTC 

representative.  The next meeting 

is scheduled for the upcoming 

Midwest Fish and Wildlife Meet-

ing during December (4-7) in Des 

Moines, IA.   

 

Mark Kaemingk 

(mark.kaemingk@sdstate.edu) 

     

BUDGET:   

$749.87 (Existing balance) + 

$797.33 (Program MARK work-

shop) = $1547.20. 

 

DAKOTA CHAPTER: 

 

North Dakota 

- Ongoing crappie stock assess-

ment project in Pipestem Reser-

voir, involving estimation of angler 

exploitation, age & growth, and 

recruitment. Recruitment is sporad-

ic, growth is relatively slow, and 

wintertime harvest is very high 

(85%), which resulted in the deci-

mation of the two major year-

classes. Bag limit was reduced 

from 20 crappie/day to 10 crap-

pie/day on Pipestem Reservoir in 

an attempt to ease the impact of 

exploitation on the population. ND 

Game and Fish biologists are cur-

rently evaluating this special regu-

lation. 

 

- A Save Our Lakes (SOL) project 

took place in fall 2010 at Sweetbri-

ar Dam in central ND. Natural 

bluegill reproduction was lacking, 

and 175 yd3 of pea gravel were 

hauled in and placed in strategic 

locations throughout the reservoir, 

creating 9400 ft2 of fresh spawning 

habitat.  ND Game and Fish biolo-
(continued on next page) 

mailto:bklaver@usgs.gov
mailto:daniel.dembkowski@sdstate.edu
mailto:mark.kaemingk@sdstate.edu
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A FY12 project was funded by 

MDC to focus on the exploitation 

rate of smallmouth bass.   This 

study is just one component of 

much work on this species the past 

year and a half.  Other components 

include:  1) a statewide angler mail 

survey with emphasis on southern 

MO,   2) species sampling guide-

lines,   3) an update of special man-

agement area criteria, and   4) a 

telemetry study determining annual 

movement from thermal refuges on 

the Current River.  

This component of the project will 

require tagging about 1600 legal-

sized (Ó12 inches) smallmouth on 

five rivers in southern MO; rivers 

include the Black, Castor, Cour-

tois, Current (2 sites) and North 

Fork of the White rivers.  These 

rivers were selected by biologists 

to represent different size-classes 

of streams and were under 

statewide black bass regulations 

because special management areas 

tend to displace anglers that prefer 

harvesting smallmouth bass. 

 Tagging will occur May-June of 

2011, and funding will 

be requested again in FY13 for 

these same rivers.  Each tag has a 

phone number to report catch in-

formation, an individual tag num-

ber, and the reward value ($25-75). 

Contact  Info: 

John Ackerson 

Fisheries Management Biologist 

Missouri Dept. of Conservation 

551 Joe Jones Blvd. 

West Plains, MO 65775 

John.Ackerson@mdc.mo.gov 

417-255-9561 ext. 275 

 

Prepared by:  Jerry Wiechman, 

Fisheries Management Biologist-

Missouri Department of Conserva-

tion 

7163 SW State Rt. RA 

Osborn, MO 64474 

816-675-2205 

River impoundments to cope with 

yellow grub parasite, which re-

quires snails as part of its life cy-

cle.  It is anticipated that redear 

sunfish will consume snails, there-

by reducing prevalence of the para-

site. 

 

Prepared by: Dan Dembkowski, 

Graduate Research Assistant 

Department of Natural Resource 

Management 

South Dakota State University 

NPB Lab 138 Box 2140B 

Brookings, SD 57007 

Email: dan-

iel.dembkowski@sdstate.edu 

Phone: (605)688-6121 

Fax: (605)688-4515 

 

MISSOURI CHAPTER: 

 

 Black Bass and Crappie Re-

cruitment in Missouri Reser-

voirs:  

Trends, Synchrony, and Envi-

ronmental Influences  
Michael J. Siepker  

Missouri Department of Conserva-

tion, 551 Joe Jones Blvd.,  

West Plains, Missouri 65775 

U.S.A.  

and  

Paul H. Michaletz  

Missouri Department of Conserva-

tion, 1110 South College Avenue,  

Columbia, Missouri 65201 U.S.A. 

Abstract. - Largemouth bass Mi-

cropterus salmoides, spotted bass 

M. punctulatus, white crappie 

Pomoxis annularis, and black crap-

pie P. nigromaculatus are popular 

components of many large reser-

voir sport fisheries and a better 

understanding of these populations 

and their dynamics would improve 

our management capabilities. We 

used long-term datasets collected 

from 15 reservoirs to assess tem-

poral trends and synchrony in sport 

fish recruitment and examined the 

influence of a suite of environmen-

tal variables on recruitment using 

stock-recruitment models. Black 

bass recruitment exhibited few 

temporal trends, whereas recruit-

ment of black crappie increased in 

all reservoirs. White crappie re-

cruitment was stable in some reser-

voirs, and either abruptly declined 

or increased in the remaining reser-

voirs. Some regional synchrony in 

recruitment occurred for large-

mouth bass, white crappie, and 

black crappie but not for spotted 

bass. Little evidence also existed 

for synchronous recruitment 

among species within reservoirs. 

Few stock-recruitment relation-

ships alone explained the variation 

in recruitment. Inclusion of hydro-

logic variables often improved 

largemouth bass stock-recruitment 

models. Although sometimes in-

cluded in the models, neither hy-

drologic or temperature variables 

consistently improved the spotted 

bass stock-recruitment models. No 

environmental variables consistent-

ly influenced white crappie recruit-

ment, whereas hydrologic and 

productivity variables were im-

portant to black crappie recruit-

ment. Even though we used rela-

tively long-term datasets, most re-

cruitment models explained rela-

tively little of the variation in re-

cruitment. The most useful rela-

tionships we found were these be-

tween hydrologic variables and 

largemouth bass and black crappie 

recruitment supporting the need for 

increased and sustained water lev-

els during and after the spawning 

period to improve sport fish re-

cruitment. 

Contact Info: 

Mike Siepker 

Resource Scientist 

Mike.Siepker@mdc.mo.gov 

417-256-7161 ext. 305 

 

Smallmouth Research 

mailto:John.Ackerson@mdc.mo.gov
mailto:daniel.dembkowski@sdstate.edu
mailto:daniel.dembkowski@sdstate.edu
mailto:Mike.Siepker@mdc.mo.gov
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5 micro grams/liter active ingredi-

ent for 17 days. 

No shad have been found in the 

system, too early to see effects on 

sport fishery. 

 

Badger Creek Lake 

Treated in 2010 

Treated with the same concentra-

tion as Lake Sugema and still have 

shad.  

Might be due to high levels of or-

ganics in the water, rotenone binds 

to organics in the water column. 

 

Standardizing electrofishing 

boats 

All of the sampling has been com-

pleted. Management teams around 

the state used their boats with the 

current configuration and power 

goals, and then they used the AFS 

standards. Lakes were sampled 

from all areas of the state which 

represented a wide range of con-

ductivities. Analysis will be com-

pleted this winter. Hoping to show 

there is no measurable difference 

between the two configurations 

making it easier to switch to the 

AFS standard sampling protocols.  

 

Prepared by:  Lewis Bruce, Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources 

Fisheries Research 

Southwest Regional Office 

57744 Lewis Road 

Lewis, IA 51544 

Phone:  712-769-2587 

Fax:  712-769-2440 

lewis.bruce@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

WISCONSIN CHAPTER: 

Black BassðMuch of the recent 

discussion surrounding black bass 

management in Wisconsin has fo-

cused on an apparent increase in 

bass densities, particularly Large-

mouth Bass in the Northwest part 

of the state. Concerns are being 

raised as to the implications of the 

increases which include reduced 

growth rates and substantive com-

Jerry.Wiechman@mdc.mo.gov 

 

NEBRASKA CHAPTER: 

Tanner Stevens ï Undergrad, 

UNL:  Comparison of three models 

to estimate population size of 

LMB. 

Seth Lundgren ï MS Student, 

UNK:  Population estimates and 

food habits for LMB at 8 borrow 

pits along I-80, from May-Oct.  

Publication forthcoming on terres-

trial invertebrates in LMB diet.  

Comparison of LMB CPUE versus 

density in same lakes. 

No more catch-and-release regula-

tion on LMB in high-use areas; 

switched to 21òminimum, 

statewide still 15ò minimum.  Pan-

fish regs changed: daily bag to 15 

statewide; combination of 30 

statewide and 10 in high-use areas. 

Prepared by: Jason A. DeBoer, 

PhD Student 

Nebraska Cooperative Fish and 

Wildlife Research Unit and School 

of Natural Resources 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

013 Hardin Hall, 3310 Holdrege 

Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68583-0984 

(402) 472-9126 

fish_hedd@yahoo.com 

 

IOWA CHAPTER: 

 

Known Age Fish 

We are evaluating and standardiz-

ing our age and growth labs. Part 

of this will be creating a library of 

known age structures from multiple 

species around the state. Large-

mouth bass, bluegill, redear, and 

channel catfish will be stocked into 

small impoundments and sub-

sampled annually. All centrarchid 

species will be OTC marked, VIE 

tagged, and have a visual 

clip(spine).  Ten fish will be pulled 

from each impoundment and all of 

the structures will be removed after 

collecting lengths and weights. 

 

Low Dose Rotenone 
A study on low dose rotenone 

treatments to remove shad found in 

southern Iowa impoundments will 

start this fall, ISU and DNR will be 

working together.  Some prelimi-

nary work has been done over the 

last few years on a few lakes with 

mixed results. Last year we applied 

rotenone in two bodies of water at 

the same concentration. After a 

period of time the water was tested 

to see how long the chemical sus-

tained a level high enough to kill 

shad. One lake maintained the lev-

el for 17 days while the other lake 

dropped off after 10 days. The goal 

is to maintain a level between 5 

and 7 parts per billion(ppb).   

 

Synergized brands of rotenone act 

differently than other manufacture 

types. Also found that not all 

brands of rotenone have the same 

amount of active ingredient. Treat-

ments are being conducted in the 

fall just prior to ice up. This is a 

slower time for management crews 

and the ice hides bodies so public 

relations is not a big issue. Hope-

fully in the future this will be an-

other management tool, it is inex-

pensive and can provide great ben-

efits to anglers. 

 

In order to complete a low dose 

treatment a very accurate bathyme-

try map is needed to calculate the 

amount of chemical needed and the 

chemical needs to be applied even-

ly throughout the lake to avoid hot 

spots. 

 

Old Reservoir  

Treated in 2009 

Treated late fall with 5 ppb 

Effective for two years 

Sport fish have had great response 

 

Lake Sugema 

Treated in 2010 

mailto:lewis.bruce@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Jerry.Wiechman@mdc.mo.gov
mailto:fish_hedd@yahoo.com
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showed that release rates across the 

state have been increasing overall. 

Although bass have been given 

most of the attention in MN as of 

late, there has also been a focus on 

fish habitat.  Cindy Tomcko has 

been studying bluegill abundance 

along naturally vegetated, restored, 

and barren shoreline areas.  Those 

areas without vegetation held (not 

surprisingly) fewer bluegills than 

those areas containing vegetation.  

Evaluating habitat restoration ef-

forts is an important link as an in-

creasing emphasis is placed on 

habitat improvement and mainte-

nance. 

Prepared by: Michael Knapp, As-

sistant Area Fisheries Manager-

Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources 

1601 Minnesota Dr. 

Brainerd, MN  56401 

Phone: (218) 833-8635 

michael.knapp@state.mn.us 

 

OHIO CHAPTER 

We are continuing to evaluate 

black bass regulations and are 

seeking to initiate some new black 

bass research projects. 

Prepared by: Kevin Page, Fisher-

ies Research Biologist 

Inland Fisheries Research Unit-

Ohio Division of Wildife 

10517 Canal Rd. 

Hebron, OH 43025 

phone: 740.928.7034 x222 

fax:740.928.6039 

kevin.page@dnr.state.oh.us 

 

No Report for the following chap-

ters:  Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 

Michigan, Ontario, and MidCana-

da. 

  

PROGRAM MARK WORK-

SHOP 

The workshop at this yearôs CTC/

WTC/ETC joint summer meeting 

in Dubuque, IA focused on Pro-

munity interactions, particularly 

negative effects on walleye popula-

tions. The cause of the increases in 

bass abundances is unknown how-

ever many have been suggested 

including climate change, overly 

restrictive regulations, fluctuations 

in water levels, increased water 

clarity and changes in angler 

dynamics. An experimental 

suite of regulations and walleye 

stocking have been implement-

ed on 20 waters in northern 

Wisconsin with the general goal 

of reducing bass abundance and 

increasing walleye abundance. 

Research at UW-Stevens Point 

and UW-Madison is focusing on 

quantifying the magnitude of 

changes due to the regulation 

changes as well as modeling 

potential cause and effect path-

ways between the most proba-

bly variables.  

Panfish ï A literature review is 

being completed of panfish 

management in Wisconsin. Sev-

eral analyses are also in process. 

1)UWSP ï Masterôs thesis pro-

posal - Evaluation of creel and 

length limits for crappie and 

yellow perch in Wiscon-

sin.2)UWSP ï similar analysis 

with bluegill 3) Wisconsin DNR 

ï responses of panfish to a daily 

bag limit of 10.  

Prepared by: Joanna Griffin and 

Jonathan Hansen 

Bureau of Fisheries Manage-

ment 

Fisheries Policy Specialist 

Wisconsin Department of Natu-

ral Resources 

(*) phone:  (608) 264-8953 

(*) e-mail:  jo-

ana.griffin@wisconsi

n.gov 

 

MINNESOTA CHAPTER 

A statewide bass workgroup has 

been formed to discuss all 

things related to bass from basic 

biology to regulations.  Initial 

conversations have focused on 

how we manage bass in differ-

ent areas of the state.  Ask a 

manager how they know a lake 

is a good lake for bass and 

youôll likely get many different 

answers.  For example, while 

most managers use electrofish-

ing as the primary tool for eval-

uating largemouth bass, some 

rely more on gill nets.  For 

smallmouth, managers weight 

electrofishing and gill nets more 

equally.  Some managers focus 

primarily on abundance with 

these CPUE indices, while oth-

ers prefer a structural index 

such as PSD or RSD to measure 

the success of bass manage-

ment.  Along with this, a 

statewide mail survey of bass an-

glers will be conducted in the next 

year to obtain angler views on bass 

angling and management.   

Some other notes of interest: 

As special bass regulations are 

coming up for review, many an-

glers are opposed to regulations 

requiring release of bass over 12ò 

(slot or maximum length).  Their 

current preference and strong sup-

port is for a 14ò size restriction 

because 10ò ï 12ò bass are too 

small to harvest in their opinion.   

Mike McInerny put together some 

good data from creel surveys 

showing that urban anglers within 

the Twin Cities Metro Area have 

significantly higher release rates 

for largemouth bass than in other 

parts of the state.  This data also 

mailto:michael.knapp@state.mn.us
mailto:kevin.page@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:joanna.griffin@wisconsin.gov
mailto:joanna.griffin@wisconsin.gov
mailto:joanna.griffin@wisconsin.gov
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shop, regardless of the information 

overloadò 

- ñI thought the workshop was very 

helpful and enjoyed it very much.ò  

-ñThe packet that was distributed is 

an excellent resource and having 

the files on hand from the zip-drive 

provides a nice template for for-

matting my own data.ò  

We would like to thank Dr. Klaver 

for putting on this workshop as he 

volunteered his time and resources 

for this event.  In addition, thanks 

to all those who attended the work-

shop. 

Mark Kaemingk 

 

 

 

gram MARK (a program designed 

to analyze mark-recapture data).  

The Centrarchid Technical Com-

mittee organized the workshop and 

invited Dr. Robert Klaver, who is a 

landscape wildlife biologist 

(USGS) at EROS data center near 

Sioux Falls, SD, to administer the 

1-day workshop.  The workshop 

was filled within a couple weeks of 

posting and thus appeared to be a 

relevant topic for this yearôs work-

shop.  A total of 24 participants, 

representing 7 different states and 

14 different agencies/universities, 

attended the workshop.  A follow-

up survey indicated that most par-

ticipants were very satisfied with 

the workshop.  Most topics pre-

sented were of interest by everyone 

in attendance.  Suggestions for fu-

ture workshops of this nature were 

to either cover less information or 

extend the workshop to 2 or more 

days.  As a result of the workshop 

participants left with more infor-

mation on the Program than they 

knew before but thought they 

would still need to invest more 

time on their own to become com-

fortable with the Program.  A few 

specific comments from the partic-

ipants included 

 

- ñIt was a good workshop and Dr. 

Klaver did a great job presenting a 

lot of informationò 

- ñI am glad I attended the work-

Walleye Technical Committee by Andrew Jansen 

stocked with advanced fingerlings 

to further analyze stocking success.  

The current evaluation began in 

2001.  Since then over 400,000 

walleye fingerlings (~50/acre/year; 

range 46-70) have been stocked 

into Longview Lake, with most 

fish being approximately 1 inch in 

length.  Condition of stocked fish 

was variable and appeared related 

to plankton density.  Two years 

after the increased stocking began, 

spring electrofishing catch rates 

began to increased from ~30/hour 

to ~73/hour for walleye Ó 15 inch-

es in length.  Fall sampling for 

young of year (YOY) walleye 

ranged from 2-12 YOY/hour .  In 

1997, 2001 and 2011 population 

estimates (Schnabel method) were 

159, 184 and 312 fish/acre respec-

tively. 

 

A stocking evaluation is being con-

2011 Summer Meeting: From 

July 26-28 the WTC in conjunction 

with the ETC and CTC held their 

joint annual meeting at E.B. Lyons 

Interpretive Center/Mines of Spain 

Recreation Area in Dubuque, IA.  

A total of 52 people were in attend-

ance.  We had a total of 14 scien-

tific papers presented at the meet-

ing including talks from 10 stu-

dents.  Additionally, we had a great 

welcome social at the National 

Mississippi River Museum and 

Aquarium in Dubuque.  Thanks to 

the folks at E.B. Lyons Interpretive 

Center for their hospitality and 

support.  Also, a big thanks to Me-

gan Thul and Mike Steuck for 

providing local arrangements and 

helping out with meeting logistics.  

In conjunction with the summer 

meeting, an Introduction to Pro-

gram MARK workshop was pre-

sented by Dr. Robert Klaver 

(USGS).  Information from our 

meeting is below.  

 

State and Provincial Reports: 

Missouri (Tory Mason):  

2011 stocking numbers included:  

Bull Shoals = 435,954 

 Norfolk = 221,131

 LOZ = 331,134 

Osage River = 190,909 Truman 

Lake = 139,099 Salt River = 

66,000 

Pomme de Terre = 52,874

 Jacomo Lake = 19,947

 Long Branch = 24,057 

 

Longview Lake (930 acres) was 

selected to analyze how annual 

high stocking rates impacted the 

walleye population.  Previous 

stockings were variable and con-

sisted of three different sized fish 

for a study in 1987.  In 1993 and 

1996 the lake was supplementally 
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trying to induce triploidy. 

 

In 2010, approximately 89 million 

walleye eggs were collected for 

stocking. 

 

There is a project proposal being 

evaluated to look at growth, surviv-

al and other population parameters 

in diploid and triploid saugeye. 

 

Research projects underway 

Weston Fleming ï MS student at 

Fort Hayes State University.  Wes-

ton is comparing various aging 

structures for walleye, and as-

sessing age, growth and recruit-

ment in Cedar Bluff Reservoir.  

 

Wisconsin (Steve Gilbert):    

Walleye Regulations 

2011 Proposals 

Several regulation changes related 

to walleye management in the state 

were presented at our spring 2011 

public state wide hearings.   All 

passed except the one that would 

have raised the minimum size limit 

to 18 inches and reduced the bag 

limit to 3 on waters throughout a 

19 county area in Southern Wis-

consin. 

 

Ben Heussner presented the details 

of this regulation proposal in his 

talk given at the WTC.  The regula-

tion passed on a state wide vote but 

lost in several counties in the re-

gion where the new regulation 

would go into affect.  For this rea-

son the proposal was withdrawn at 

this time.   

 

Future Proposal Process 

Due to the passing of recent legis-

lation the process for making fish-

ducted in northwest Missouri small 

impoundments.  Two lakes have 

been stocked with 1-2ò walleye 

fingerlings at 20/acre.  These fish-

eries are being evaluated using re-

ward tags. 

 

Bilby Ranch Lake (110 acres) re-

ceived 2,750 <2ò fingerlings every 

other year (study complete).  This 

lake had 16 tag returns from over 

140 tagged fish over the course of 

the study resulting in a corrected 

exploitation rate of 17%.  100% of 

the fish captured with tags were 

harvested, 50% of anglers were 

targeting walleye while only 31% 

were targeting largemouth bass.      

 

Mozingo Lake (1000 acres) re-

ceived 20,000 <2ò fingerlings eve-

ry other year (study will be com-

pleted in 2012). 

2008 ï 15.5% year one; 30.5% ex-

ploitation 

2009 ï 14.8% year one; 33.9% ex-

ploitation 

2010 ï 13.5% year one; 21.3% ex-

ploitation 

2011 ï 21.4% so far. 

167 tag returns from 848 tagged 

fish provides a cumulative correct-

ed exploitation rate of 28%.  About 

57% of fish were caught in May 

and June with 89% of those har-

vested; 54% of anglers were target-

ing walleye, 22% were targeting 

largemouth bass, 19% crappie and 

5% other. 

 

Biologists on Bull Shoals Lake 

worked with a local angler group to 

collect walleye aging structures.  

Structures were collected from a 

total of 195 walleye and has gener-

ated some questions and will be 

used as baseline age/growth infor-

mation for an upcoming study.  

Walleye were estimated to be 

reaching 20ò by age three through 

back-calculations. 

 

In Stockton Lake, annual stockings 

of walleye in three consecutive 

years (750,000 in 2010) has result-

ed in ñbetter than averageò walleye 

fishing. 

 

Black River walleye is considered 

a unique strain in Missouri that 

they are trying to maintain the ge-

netic integrity.  The fish were 

stocked (9,500 fingerlings) into the 

St. Francis River in 2011.  Addi-

tionally, there is a current exploita-

tion study (2009-2010) on the 

Black River. 

2009 ï 36% corrected tag return 

rate @ 60% harvest = 23% fishing 

mortality 

2010 ï 26% corrected tag return 

rate = 14% fishing mortality 

 

Missouri is currently hoping to 

expand its number of walleye fish-

eries statewide. 

 

Kansas (Ron Marteney):   

Saugeye production has increased 

in recent years for small impound-

ment stockings to create angler 

opportunities and to control crap-

pie populations.  With concerns 

over genetic integrity of walleye, 

administrators decided to stock 

triploid saugeye.  The department 

recently got a new press to pres-

sure eggs to induce triploidy.  They 

have also begun using tanic acid in 

saugeye production instead of full-

ers earth as fullers earth had too 

low of hatch rate for saugeye when 
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(continued on next page) 

determined initial (2h) mortality to 

be 5.2%.  We attempted to hold 

100 freeze-branded and 100 control 

fish for 2 wk to evaluate long-term 

mortality.  Fish were held in sepa-

rate circular tanks and fed walleye 

starter diet.  On day 8 we started 

experiencing large scale mortalities 

in both tanks.  Neither one week 

nor two week mortalities differed 

between treatments (chi square = 

0.98; df = 1; P = 0.32 and chi 

square = 0.0.49; df = 1; P = 0.48, 

respectively).  Eight inch walleye 

fingerlings will be differentiated 

with a unique freeze-brand and 

stocked this fall. 

 
During spring 2010 195 walleye 

were collected and tagged with 

Carlin dangler tags to evaluate ex-

ploitation within Big Creek.  Near-

ly all tags that were returned came 

from the shallow upper end of Big 

Creek during summer months.  

Emigration was evident with two 

tagged fish caught below Big 

Creek in the Des Moines River.  

We attempted to conduct a wind-

shield surrogate postcard survey to 

determine tag return rates, but only 

7% of postcards were returned.  

We estimated 2010 exploitation to 

be 32% after compensating for a 

25% non-reporting rate and 9% tag 

loss (Quist et al. 2010). 
 

Quist, M. C., J. L. Stephen, S. T. 

Lynott, C. S. Guy, J. M. 

Goeckler, and R. D. Schultz.  

2010.  Exploitation of walleyes 

in a Great Plains reservoir: 

harvest patterns and 

management scenarios.  

Fisheries Management and 

Ecology 17:522 ï 531. 

 

Rathbun Lake outmigration 

study. 
We are working with Michael We-

ber (SDSU) to utilize MARK to 

evaluate walleye emigration in an 

effort to convince the USACE to 

eries rule changes will be more 

complex.  Rule proposals will now 

be reviewed by the Governorsô of-

fice.   Proposals will also be re-

viewed for economic impacts.  

This will likely add a year to the 

current two year process.  

 

Research 

Walleye Vs Bass 

A project titled Climate Change 

and Resilience of Sport Fisheries in 

Lakes was recently funded by 

USGS.   The focus of this project is 

looking at ñcritical thresholdsò that 

create changes in fish communi-

ties.  This will include changes of  

waters from walleye to bass domi-

nated ecosystems. 

 

Parts of the project will be carried 

out by UWSP and UW Madison 

students and staff.   

 

Walleye mortality rates paper 

Michael Hansen  published a paper 

on fishing and natural mortality 

rates on Escanaba Lake in the re-

cent issue of NAJFM. 

 

Michael J. Hansen, Andrew H. 

Fayram, and Steven P. Newman 

(2011):  Natural Mortality in Rela-

tion to Age and Fishing Mortality 

on Walleyes in Escanaba Lake, 

Wisconsin, during 1956-2009,  

NAJFM, 31:3, 506-514 

 

Hatchery Production 

Wisconsin continues to evaluate 

stocking of large walleye finger-

lings.  Current requests by manag-

ers are more than the system is cur-

rently producing.  Production facil-

ities are currently looking at ways 

to increase numbers of fish greater 

than six inches in length. 

 

Staff Update 

As with other states in the region 

funding and retirements have creat-

ed many vacancies in the state fish-

ery program.  Currently there are 

over 51 vacant positions in fisher-

ies.  Plans are to fill some of these 

positions based on need in the next 

year.  Anyone interested in em-

ployment with WDNR should visit 

the following web sites for details 

on the application process: 

www.dnr.wi.gov  or wisc.jobs 

 
The biologist exam will be offered 

some time this fall.  

 

Iowa (Randy Schultz):   
Working on two impoundment 

walleye projects. 

 

Big Creek walleye stocking eval-

uation. 
Big Creek Lake is an 883 ac im-

poundment located near Des 

Moines.  Intense angling pressure 

(116 h/ac) and numerous angler 

trips (32,000) reflect the im-

portance of this fishery to central 

Iowa anglers.  Preferred stockings 

of 8-in walleye fingerlings have 

been reduced due to the popularity 

of this size fish.  We are attempting 

to evaluate the contribution of fry, 

freeze-branded 2-in and freeze-

branded 8-in walleye at this im-

poundment.  Tributaries to Big 

Creek are believed to have the ca-

pability to provide adequate habitat 

and prey for 2 in fingerling stock-

ings, and this stocking method 

warrants further investigation. 

 
During 2011 32,000 2-in walleye 

fingerlings were freeze-branded 

and stocked in two tributaries to 

Big Creek.  Fall nighttime electro-

fishing will be conducted to evalu-

ate success of the stocking.  We 

http://www.dnr.wi.gov/
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since the return of high smelt num-

bers.  Mark recently took a position 

in Pierre, South Dakota with the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 

Parks Department. 
Justin VanDeHey ï Completed 

PhD research assessing the impacts 

of stocking adult, pre-spawn giz-

zard shad on walleye and yellow 

perch populations.  Walleye bene-

fitted from the presence of age-0 

gizzard shad, although not as much 

as in some systems where prey was 

more limiting.  The introduction of 

shad did not seem to impact yellow 

perch, at least in the eutrophic sys-

tems where the study was conduct-

ed. 
Dan Dembkowski ï PhD Student, 

South Dakota State University is 

beginning work looking at yellow 

perch biomass estimates in South 

Dakota glacial lakes and the im-

pacts that smallmouth bass popula-

tions are having on yellow perch.  

 

Nebraska (Jason DeBoer):  
Research projects underway 
Jason DeBoer ï PhD Student, Ne-

braska Cooperative F&W Research 

Unit: 2 more years of data collec-

tion.  Watershed-scale and reser-

voir-scale recruitment models be-

ing developed from 17 years of 

gillnet data at 5 reservoirs. 
Peter Spirk ï MS Student, Nebras-

ka Cooperative F&W Research 

Unit:  Sexually dimorphic growth 

of walleye, population-level re-

sponse to regulation changes via 

harvested fish. 
Chris Uphoff ï MS Student, UN-

Kearney:  Still collecting data (last 

field season) on seasonal food hab-

its of walleye using stable isotope 

analysis. 
Seth Lundgren ï MS Student, UN-

Kearney:  yellow perch stocking 

feasibility study in 8 borrow pits 

along I-80 in Nebraska.  Only com-

plication appears to be LMB preda-

tion. 
Jordan Katt ï Biologist, NGPC: 

assist with a non-physical barrier 

placement at Rathbun Lake to re-

tain Iowa broodfish walleye.  Much 

attention has been given to the res-

toration of the walleye population 

at Rathbun Lake, Iowa.  Large-

scale declines in the 80ôs was met 

with a concerted research effort to 

improve and sustain this population 

and by the late 90ôs the biomass 

had effectively been tripled and 

restoration goals were met.  How-

ever, recent high levels of out-

migration have placed the sustaina-

bility of this population in jeop-

ardy.  Since the spring of 2008 

more than 11,000 walleyes, totally 

more than 17,000 lbs have been 

collected post-passage in the 

Rathbun Lake tailrace, VI-tagged, 

and returned to Rathbun Lake.  

Spring 2011 estimates of the 

Rathbun Lake walleye population 

are 8,270 broodstock (i.e. Ó 17 in) 

and 27,269 adult walleyes (i.e. Ó 

12 in).  Total biomass is estimated 

at 6.4 lbs / ac for Rathbun Lake. 

Multiple estimates suggest that a 

minimal estimate of adult walleye 

loss in 2010 and 2011 likely ex-

ceeds 10% and 17%, respectively. 

This is especially troubling in that 

this was during a period of the year 

in which walleyes are generally 

believed to be their least vulnerable 

to passage and flows were only 

moderate.  Minimal estimates of 

broodstock loss from 2010 to 2011 

during record floodwater discharge 

approaches 40%.  The associated 

valuation of fish loss as evidenced 

by recapture efforts in the tailrace 

exceeds $600,000 since spring of 

2009.  We therefore suggest that 

the construction and operation of a 

nonphysical barrier is critical to the 

sustainability of this important 

walleye fishery and the cost effec-

tiveness of such a structure is obvi-

ous. 

 
Preliminary modeling results indi-

cate: 

Smaller fish are more likely to 

leave reservoir 
The greater the distance from 

the dam that walleye are 

returned to the lake 

(furthest distance up-lake) 

the less likely fish are to be 

found again in the tailrace 
Greater discharge = greater 

movement 

 
Although these results are not 

ñrocket-scienceò, they do provide 

firm data to justify placement of a 

non-physical barrier in Rathbun 

Lake. 

 
South Dakota (Justin 

VanDeHey):   
Flooding on the Missouri River 

was extensive this spring with the 

highest water levels since construc-

tion of the mainstem dams.  The 

river connected to its floodplain in 

many areas for the first time in a 

long time.  Biologists are hypothe-

sizing that this may be good for 

fish recruitment and hopefully 

some of the native species will 

have a strong year class.  However, 

the thermocline had not set up as 

of the middle of July in the reser-

voirs with water temperatures 

holding in the 50s.  Only time will 

tell the impacts of this flooding.   

 

Research projects underway 
Megan Thul ï MS student, South 

Dakota State University is continu-

ing work to assess potential re-

cruitment bottlenecks of walleye 

possibly due to interspecific com-

petition with freshwater drum.  

Megan has a field component 

(diets, stable isotopes) and a meso-

cosm component she is working 

on. 
Mark Fincel ï PhD student, South 

Dakota State University is wrap-

ping up his research on walleye in 

Lake Oahe looking at diets and 

bioenergetics post-establishment of 

gizzard shad in the reservoir and 
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tion compared to 1998 which 

prompted the study.  The study will 

assess movement between the 

lakes, provide a forage assessment 

and index reproduction in the sys-

tem.  This is being conducted in 

collaboration with the MDNR, and 

the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 

Odawa Indians. 

 
Little Traverse Bay Band of Oda-

wa Indians (Max Field) received a 

state wildlife grant to conduct fish-

eries research on inland waterways 

and they are hoping to renew the 

grant to assess movement of fishes 

and increase knowledge on habitat 

usage and other parameters. 

 

 

Financial Report: 
Beginning Balance as of July 1, 

2011:  $26,027.09 
Income:  $100 (Mystery Deposit), 

$135.91 (Interest from December 

2010) 
Expenses:  $5,000 (Editor Ser-

vices) 
Ending Balance as of July 1, 2011:  

$21,262.99 

 

 

Walleye Synopsis Update 

(submitted by Patrick Hanchin, 

Steering Committee Chair) 

 

The book is complete, printed and 

available on the AFS website at the 

bookstore.  All authors have or will 

receive a complimentary copy and 

all organizations who donated 

money for production costs, in-

cluding state chapters of AFS, will 

receive a copy.  These could be 

raffled off at chapter meetings as a 

fundraiser. 

 

Walleye/Sauger Special Session 

and Sauger Social at the Seattle 

AFS meeting: 
142nd Annual meeting of the 

American Fisheries Society, Seat-

tle, Washington Sept. 4-8, 2011 

Sherman Reservoir male WAE 

population estimate.  2009-2011, 

VIE tagging/anal fin punch during 

spring WAE egg take; tagged 

>3500 fish tagged, population in 

flux.  Also monitor length-

frequency distribution in response 

to regulation change (slot limit) in 

2009; increased relative abundance 

of female walleye within slot. 

 
The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission has sought to enhance 

walleye fisheries in major reser-

voirs throughout the state because 

of the walleyeôs popularity.  

Length-limit evaluations were 

completed on 18 reservoirs.  Popu-

lations of walleye regulated by an 

18-inch minimum-length limit had 

greater catches of preferred- to 

memorable-length (20-25 inches) 

and memorable- to trophy-length 

(25-30 inches) fish than did popu-

lations regulated by a 15-inch min-

imum-length limit.  Catches of 

stock- to quality-length (10-15 

inches) and quality- to preferred-

length (15-20 inches) walleye did 

not differ between populations reg-

ulated by these two length limits, 

which we suggest is indirect evi-

dence that recruitment of walleye 

was similarly affected by these two 

regulations.  There is a possible 

interaction between catches, espe-

cially for of quality- to preferred-

length walleye, and waterbody size 

that is differentially influenced by 

these two regulations. 

 
In addition, walleye fingerling 

stocking evaluations were attempt-

ed on 18 major walleye reservoirs 

throughout the state.  Analysis of 

this project was confounded for a 

variety of reasons, including detec-

tion of OTC marked fish in reser-

voirs where they were not stocked.  

Further discussion is underway. 

 

Michigan (Patrick Hanchin):  
1. In 2011, the Michigan DNR 

walleye production/stocking re-

turned to nearly pre-VHS levels 

though only 2 of 3 Great Lakes 

broodstocks were used (Bay de 

Noc and Muskegon River; Tit-

tabawassee River was not used). 

 
2. Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-

nity began stocking walleyes from 

the Portage Lake brood source and 

is looking to build a walleye pond 

or enter a cooperative arrangement 

with a local walleye club. 

 
3. The Chippewa Ottawa Resource 

Authority (CORA) raised walleye 

to levels equal to that of pre-VHS 

using brood sources from Bay de 

Noc and the St. Maryôs River. 

 
4. The DNR, Little Traverse Bay 

Bands of Odawa Indians, and 

Michigan State University recently 

initiated a study to examine abun-

dance, seasonal distribution, move-

ment, recruitment dynamics and 

predation/diets of walleye in the 

Inland Waterway (Emmet and 

Cheyboygen counties). 

 
5. In April of 2010, the court ruled 

in the DNRôs favor on all counts of 

a lawsuit from a commercial fisher 

who sued to commercially harvest 

walleye in Saginaw Bay.  A sum-

mary judgment was made without 

proceeding to trial or hearing oral 

arguments. 

 

 

Research projects underway 
Seth Herbst, PhD student at Michi-

gan State University.  (See point 

#4 above).  Sethôs research is being 

conducted on 4 interconnected 

lakes which connect to Lake Huron 

(blocked by a lock-n-dam).  The 

lakes range from Oligotrophic to 

eutrophic and since 1998 have 

been invaded by zebra mussels, 

alewives and now have a tribal har-

vest.  In 2009 the population esti-

mate showed a declining popula-
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www.ualberta.ca/~jbruner 

 

Sander Travel Award: 
The Sander travel award gives 

$100.00 for student travel to the 

Midwest Fish and Wildlife Confer-

ence in December, and a matched 

is requested from the studentôs 

state chapter AFS for an award 

total of $200.00.  The deadline for 

application for this award is Sep-

tember 30th.  If you are interested 

or know an interested student 

please send applications to chair 

Andy Jansen at his email address: 

andrew.jansen@ksoutdoors.com 

 

 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned 

at 10:25 AM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Justin VanDeHey, Immediate Past 

Chair, Walleye Technical Commit-

tee 

Symposium: Biology, Management, 

and Culture of Walleye and Sau-

ger: Status and Needs   
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2011, 8 am to 

5:30 pm 

 
On Tuesday, 6 to 8 pm, Sept. 6, 

2011, there will be a *SAUGER 

SOCIAL* and book signing  
at Ivar's Acres of Clams on Pier 54 

in Seattle.  Ivar's Acres of Clams is 

a Seattle landmark and is the  
original Ivar's restaurant dating 

back to 1938.  It is a 14 block 

downhill walk from the  
Washington State Convention Cen-

ter where the AFS annual meeting 

is being held.  

 
   The cost per person is $47 

(includes Washington state sales 

tax, gratuity, and a large slice of 

Sauger sheet cake).  The price of 

the meal is for the seafood buffet. 

There will be a cash bar. Please 

make your reservation with John 

Bruner as soon as possible as the  

capacity of the private dining room 

is limited to 50 people. There are 

less than 25 spots  
left and it is first come, first served 

for the reservations now.  Reserva-

tions close August 2, 2011.  

 
       Barton, Bruce A. (editor). 

2011. Biology, Management, and 

Culture of Walleye and Sauger. 

American Fisheries Society. Be-

thesda, Maryland. 600 pp. 

 

        John 
****************************

************************** 

Mr. John C. Bruner 

Department of Biological Sciences 

University of Alberta 

Edmonton, Alberta 

 T6G 2E9  CANADA 

 

(780) 492-5408 

FAX: (780) 492-9234 

VIRTUAL FAX: (780) 492-2216 

EMAIL: jbruner@ualberta.ca  
HOME PAGE:http://

page_id=84.  Please fill out the 

continuing education registration 

form found on the website.  The 

form can be emailed to me, faxed 

or sent snail mail.  Payment for the 

courses can be made through Pay-

Pal or you mail a check directly to 

me. 

 
Questions, feel free to email Becky 

Papke at papker@michigan.gov. or 

Clay Pierce at cpierce@iastate.edu. 
 

See you in Des Moines! 
 

We are excited to be offered three 

workshops at the 72nd Fish & Wild-

life Conference being held in Des 

Moines, IA.  Dr. Gary White, Pro-

fessor Emeritus of Colorado State 

University will be offer ñAn Over-

view of the Program MARKò.  Dr. 

White is creator of the widely used 

program ñMARK ñ. Next Mark 

Damian Duda will be offering a 

workshop on The Sportsmanôs 

Voice: Hunting and Fishing in 

America: A Workshop to Better 

Understand Hunting and Fishing 

Participation and Recruitment and 

Retention. Mark Damian Duda is 

Executive Director of Responsive 

Management, a survey research 

firm specializing in natural re-

source, hunting and fishing, and 

outdoor recreation issues.  Our 3rd 

workshop will be on Monitoring 

and ñTRACSò-ing Implementation 

of the State Wildlife Action Plans: 

Current Methodology & Future 

Expectation.  This workshop will 

be held with multiple instructors 

with the lead instructors being Ka-

ren Kincaid and Katy Reeder, Iowa 

DNR Wildlife Program Coordina-

tors.  This workshop will provide 

participants with information on 

the new USFWS Software 

ñTRACSò which will be imple-

mented in 2012 and utilized to 

track progress on Wildlife and 

Sport Fish Restoration Programs. 

 
Registration for these courses can 

be found on the conference website 

by following this link http://

www.midwest2011.org/?

Continuing Education Committee by Rebecca Papke 

http://www.midwest2011.org/?page_id=84
mailto:papker@michigan.gov
mailto:cpierce@iastate.edu
http://www.midwest2011.org/?page_id=84
http://www.midwest2011.org/?page_id=84
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Province/State Honor-Life Regular Retired Student Young Pro-Total 

Alberta   4 44 2 9 5 64 

Iowa   13 32 6 16 4 71 

Illinois   16 56 7 37 12 128 

Indiana   10 39 5 25 8 87 

Kansas 1 1 16 1 14 7 40 

Manitoba   1 17 4 3 1 26 

Michigan   28 105 16 80 22 251 

Minnesota   23 76 6 26 9 140 

Missouri   18 48 5 13 6 90 

North Dakota   4 7   4   15 

Nebraska   5 14 1 9 1 30 

Northwest Territo-    2   1   3 

Ohio   10 48 4 35 7 104 

Ontario 2 10 137 6 45 16 216 

South Dakota   2 22 4 24 4 56 

Saskatchewan   1 13   2   16 

Wisconsin   17 75 10 22 11 135 

Total by Type 3 163 751 77 365 113 1472 

2010 to 2011.  Although student 

membership decreased by a total of 

20 members from 2010 to 2011, 

regular and retired membership 

accounted for the largest gain, with 

a total gain of 44 members. 

The membership of the North Cen-

tral Division is comprised of mem-

bers of good standing in the fol-

lowing states and provinces: Alber-

ta, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Manitoba, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 

Northwest Territories, Ohio, On-

tario, Saskatchewan, South Dakota, 

and Wisconsin. Membership of the 

North Central Division increased 

by a total of 20 members from 

Membership Committee by Doug Workman 

Summary of members by location. Data source: AFS September 12, 2011. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

2011 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 

Wildlife Management Institute and 

Conservation Leaders for Tomor-

row committed for the plenary ses-

sion.  A very dynamic and infor-

mational program has been devel-

oped with13 symposia topics, near-

ly 100 wildlife and 100 fisheries 

oral presentations submitted along 

with over 100 poster presentations.   

 

Please keep up to date at http://

www.midwest2011.org/ and we 

hope to see you in Des Moines! 

Make plans to attend the 72nd 

Midwest Fish and Wildlife Con-

ference, December 4 ï 7, Des 

Moines! REGISTRATION IS 

NOW OPEN! 

Plans are moving 

along nicely for an-

other great confer-

ence.  This yearôs 

theme is Reconnect-

ing People with Natu-

ral Resources.  The 

Steering Committee 

is very excited to 

have Dr. Don Jack-

son, Mississippi State University 

and Past-president of AFS, Mark 

Damian Duda, Executive Director 

of Responsive Management, and 

Dick McCabe, formerly of the 

Janice Lee Fenske Memorial Award  

http://www.midwest2011.org/
http://www.midwest2011.org/
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For more information and news 

and updates visit the following 

link: 

http://www.afs2012.org/ 

142nd Annual Meeting of the 

American Fisheries Society 

August 19-23, 2012 

Minneapolis ï Saint Paul, Min-

nesota 
Begin making plans to attend next 

yearôs Annual Meeting in the Land 

of 10,000 Lakes, beautiful Minne-

sota.  The meeting focus is Fisher-

ies Networks: Building Ecological, 

Social and Professional Relation-

ships.  Conference attendees will 

have the opportunity to network 

with fisheries professionals and 

students, stay current on the latest 

in fisheries science, and enjoy the 

sights and scenes of the Twin Cit-

ies and beyond. 

2012 American Fisheries Society Conference 

CHAPTER REPORTS 

Once again, the Indiana Chapter 

had a great turnout at the ñIAFS 

Day at the State Fair  
Fish Pondò, teaching over 200 kids 

how to fish! 

The Indian Chapter is getting set 

for our fall meeting/workshop host-

ed by our newest student subchap-

ter, Manchester College, on Octo-

ber 6.  Weôre holding a continuing 

education featuring, Jerry Sweeten, 

Ph.D, Associate Professor of Biol-

ogy and Director of Environmental 

Studies at Manchester College.  

Jerry is also the advisor to the 

Manchester College student sub-

chapter.  Jerry will give a brief his-

tory of some Eel River habitat im-

provement projects involving dam 

removals.  ROAD TRIP!  Trans-

portation is arranged for on-site 

visits to the dam removal projects 

as well as an environmental moni-

toring station maintained on the 

Eel River by Manchester College. 

Check out the IAFS website for 

more details at http://

www.fisheriessociety.org/indiana/ 

 

The Chapter is 

also humbled 

by the, Out-

standing Small 

Chapter 

Award, pre-

sented to the 

Chapter by the 

Parent Society 

at Seattle in 

September.  

The Chapter 

has plans to 

maintain its 

momentum, 

continuing our efforts to promote 

professional excellence in fisheries 

science, management, and educa-

tion.   

 

Debra A. King 

Indiana AFS, President 

 

 

Indiana Chapter by Debra King 

http://www.afs2012.org/
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/index.aspx
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/index.aspx
http://www.fisheriessociety.org/indiana/
http://www.fisheriessociety.org/indiana/
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to be brought forward to the mem-

bership for a majority vote.  Due to 

the contentious nature of this topic 

within our membership, the com-

mittee has decided to bring two 

position statements to the member-

ship.  Generally, one position state-

ment does not support an eventual 

transition away from lead based 

tackle at this time until there is a 

documented population level im-

pact from lead.  The second posi-

tion statement does support an 

eventual transition at this time 

away from lead based tackle due to 

potential future accumulation im-

pacts as well as current individual 

level impacts from lead.  The 

membership will vote on adopting 

one of these position statements for 

the chapter before or within our 

annual chapter business meeting 

held during the 2011 Midwest Fish 

and Wildlife Conference in Des 

Moines, IA (December 5-7).   

 

 

 

This summer the Iowa chapter 

sponsored an age and growth con-

tinuing education workshop.  A 

diverse group of 41 participants 

from Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, 

Nebraska, Michigan, Canada, 

USGS and FWS attended this 

yearôs 2-day course to improve 

their skills at recognizing and 

counting age structure annuli from 

varied species of fish. The course 

was instructed by University of 

Wisconsin ï Stevens Point Assis-

tant Professor Dan Isermann and 

assisted by Lewis Bruce, Clay 

Pierce, Jonathan Meerbeek, Darcy 

Cashatt, Andy Fowler, Jesse Fisch-

er, Michael Colvin and Kris Stahr. 

Valuable hands-on-experience was 

gained in removing, preparing and 

aging structures. An aging test was 

completed by all participants to 

highlight the variability in readers 

and this course gave participants 

enough knowledge and experience 

to begin reducing this variability. 

 

Recently, the chapter was ap-

proached by its membership to de-

velop a position statement on the 

use of lead tackle in the fishing 

industry.  A 7 member committee 

was formed to develop a statement 

Iowa Chapter by Andy Fowler 
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this committee and to prepare our 

future chapter newsletters.  

 
MIAFS is pleased to report that the 

salmon fishing has really picked up 

around the Great Lakes.  The num-

bers and sizes of salmon have in-

creased due, in part, to a big year-

class of alewife.  Notable fish in-

clude a new IGFA world record 

landlocked Atlantic salmon (26 lb. 

from Torch Lake), a 37 lb. Chi-

nook salmon (biggest since 2002), 

and a 28 lb. coho salmon (biggest 

since 2000). 

 
Check out our website at 

www.fisheriessociety.org/miafs/ to 

see what weóre up to! 

The Michigan and Wisconsin 

Chapters of the American Fisheries 

Society are teaming up to hold a 

joint annual meeting in 2012.  The 

joint meeting will be in Marinette, 

WI, and is tentatively scheduled for 

February 7-9.  Besides the usual 

scientific presentations, the meet-

ing will include multiple work-

shops and socials, a combined raf-

fle, and a field trip to see some fish 

passage work on the Menominee 

River.  It has been 7 years since 

our last joint meeting with Wiscon-

sin and we are looking forward to 

sharing ideas and experience with 

our neighbors to the west.  For 

more information about the meet-

ing, contact MIAFS President Elect 

Dave Clapp (231.547.2914 x 237; 

clappd@michigan.gov). 

 
Congratulations to Randall Clara-

munt for receiving the 2011 AFS 

Excellence in Public Outreach 

Award.  Randy is a MIAFS mem-

ber and Fisheries Research Biolo-

gist with the Michigan DNR.   The 

award is for going ñthe óextra mileô 

in sharing the value of fisheries 

science/researchò with the public.  

Randy is the first to receive this 

award since 2008. 

 
MIAFS would like to thank Liz 

Hay-Chmielewski for her service 

as the Communications Committee 

Chair.  We also appreciate the help 

offered by Heather Seites, who has 

agreed to take over the Chair of 

Michigan Chapter by Geoffrey Steinhart 

Manchester College Student Subunit by Matt Linn 

that the equipment may promote a 

love of the outdoors.  If you would 

like to donate to the program or 

would like additional information 

regarding Tackle for Tots please 

contact Matt Linn, Subunit Presi-

dent at: 

mdlinn@spartans.manchester.edu .   
To encourage the exchange of re-

gional fisheries and aquatic ecolog-

ical information, there are plans to 

invite a number of guest speakers 

from both academia and manage-

ment agencies.  Additional group 

activities will include: canoe floats, 

Christmas white elephant fishing 

lure exchange, IAFS spring confer-

ence, and the annual end of the 

year cookout/fishing contest.          

Manchester College, a liberal arts 

institution of approximately 1,350 

students, is located in north central 

Indiana.  The college is located on 

the banks of the Eel River, a 160 

kilometer tributary to the Wabash 

River.  With a long-standing Envi-

ronmental Studies major estab-

lished in 1971, the program has 

grown over 500% over the past 10 

years.   Environmental Studies stu-

dents have been actively involved 

in several research projects focused 

on the Eel including fish communi-

ty structure, nonpoint source pollu-

tion, and removal of two dams.   

 
Last year a Student Subunit of the 

American Fisheries Society was 

established through assistance of 

the Indiana Chapter of AFS.  We 

are now one of three student subu-

nits in Indiana with the other two 

being Purdue University and Ball 

State University.  Group member-

ship has increased to nearly 25 

members this year and the major 

focus for this year will be the re-

placement of a large group of sen-

iors with underclassmen.  The 

group is planning to be active in 

the community by participating in 

the Middle Eel River Watershed 

Initiative annual river clean up on 

September 17th and to start a new 

community outreach activity called 

Tackle for Tots.  The goal of this 

program is to collect fishing rods 

and distribute them to children dur-

ing the holiday season, in hopes 

University of Illinois Student Subunit  
see News and Announcements (page 26) 

mailto:mdlinn@spartans.manchester.edu


Page 17 Volume 28, Issue 2 

Communications Officer:  Patrick 

Nelson, North-South Consultants 

Inc., Winnipeg, MB 

Email: news@midcanadaafs.org 
 

Feel free to contact any of the ex-

com with your questions or ideas, 

and visit the website at 

 http://www.midcanadaafs.org/wor

dpress/  for information on regional 

fisheries issues, training courses 

and other AFS Chapter activities. 
 
 

The AFS Mid-Canada Chapter is 

pleased to announce the executive 

committee (excom) for 2011 to 

2012: 

 
President:  Tom Boag, Applied 

Aquatic Research Ltd., Calgary, 

AB 
Email: presi-

dent@midcanadaafs.org 

 
Vice-president: Jessica Reilly, 

Golder Associates Ltd., Edmonton, 

AB 

Email: vp@midcanadaafs.org 
 

Past-president:  Cam Stevens, 

Golder Associates Ltd., Edmonton, 

AB 
Email:  past-

pres@midcanadaafs.org 
 

Secretary-Treasurer: Margaret 

Docker, University of MB, Winni-

peg, MB 
Email: sec-

treas@midcanadaafs.org 
 

Mid-Canada Chapter by Tom Boag 

announce that the University of 

Wisconsin-Green Bay is putting in 

the paperwork to start a new stu-

dent subunit at their campus 

(contact, Patrick Forsythe 

forsythp@uwgb.edu). 

 

In other news, we are looking for-

ward to a joint Annual meeting 

with the Michigan Chapter com-

rades that will take place in Mari-

nette WI on Feb 7-9th. 

 

Thank you, 

Tom Slawski 

(continued on next page) 

Over this past year our Chapter has 

approved two new resolutions rec-

ognizing the potential negative im-

pacts of fragmentation to our fish-

eries resources due to bridges, cul-

verts, crossings, dams and other 

infrastructure and the critical need 

to reduce fragmentation to enhance 

native species diversity, abundance 

and sustainability, and preserve 

habitat. Improvements at crossings 

can be accomplished by outright 

removal and/or replacement of the 

structure or by retrofitting tech-

niques. Dam removal can be a tre-

mendous tool for rehabilitation/

restoration of fisheries resources, 

however, done improperly can lead 

to uncontrolled release/erosion of 

sediments from the impoundment 

and excessive deposition in the 

downstream reaches smothering 

habitat and organisms. These reso-

lutions are included below and also 

can be found at the following web-

site: http://www.wi-afs.org/

resolutions.shtml 

 

The Environmental Issues Com-

mittee is working toward sharing 

information, project experience, 

and protocol develop to provide 

guidance/training for fish passage 

assessment and design for retrofit-

ting and replacing road crossing 

structures as well as potential dam 

removal and dam retrofit fish pas-

sage projects, including measures 

to minimize the risk of spreading 

non-native species in general and 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). 

 

We continue to support our two 

student subunits one at Northland 

College (contact, Scott Braden, 

northland-subunit@wi-afs.org) and 

one at University of Wisconsin-

Stevenôs Point (contact, Jordan 

Brillowski, uswp-subunit@wi-

afs.org). We are also pleased to 

Wisconsin Chapter by Tom Slawski 

mailto:news@midcanadaafs.org
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